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Discussion 

• Institutional or programme accreditation? 
 

• Educational or occupational/professional 

standards? 
 

• Accreditor: educational authority or professional 

body? 



Outline  

1. Questions to accreditation 

2. Terminology 

3. Good practice 



Questions to accreditation 

 

  HEI / subdivision 

OR 

  Study Programme / cluster of study programmes 

 

 

What is the object of accreditation?  



Questions to accreditation 

 

   State bodies (Ministry of Education, governing 

education bodies, ...) 
 

   HEIs and associations 
 

   Immediate consumers (employers, students) 

Who is the initiator (and the evaluator)? 



 

Institutional accreditation – 

evaluation of a HEI in whole or 

its subdivision, including all its 

programmes and IQA, against 

the standards of a QA agency. 

 

 
 

 

  HEI infrastructure, 

resources, capacity 
 

  Governance, sustainability 

and development  
 

  Internal quality assurance 

system 
 



Program accreditation/ 

cluster accreditation – 

evaluation of a study 

program or a cluster of study 

programmes against the 

standards of a QA agency 

 

 

  
 

Teaching and learning: 

•content and methods 

•student-centered approach 

•learning outcomes 

 

Resources:  

•human resources 

• facilities  

 



 

State body (Ministry of 

Education, governing bodies) 
 
 

Effectiveness of the state 

investments 

 Employability of graduates 

 Benefits for the society 

Immediate consumers 

(employers, students) 
 

 

 

 

HEIs and associations 

 

 
 

 Quality of graduates  

 Student rights 

 External audit of the IQA 

effectiveness 

Enhancement of the public image 

(national and international) 

Attracting prospective students, 

finances, highly-qualified staff 



 

How does a QAA balance the 

interests of all the stakeholders 

(the State, HEIs and consumers)? 

The key question 



Standards and Guidelines for QA in   

  the European Higher Education Area 



Institutional and/or professional accreditation  
(Russian context) 

Professional accreditation – evaluation of a study 

program (cluster of study programs) carried out by 

professional organizations or associations of employers 

against the professional/occupational standards 
 

Institutional                   professional accreditation? 
 

or 
 

and 
 

Institutional and professional accreditation 

2 different approaches 



Types of QAAs depending on the 

object of accreditation 

Examples of QAAs carrying out institutional 

accreditation: 

  

• Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education 

(QAA, UK)  

• National Assessment and Accreditation Council 

(NAAC, India) 

• Higher Education Evaluation Center of the Ministry 

of Education (HEEC, China) 

 

 



Types of QAAs depending on the 

object of accreditation 

Examples of field specific QAAs: 

 

•  The Finance Accreditation Agency (FAA, Malaysia)  

 

•   Accreditation Agency for Study Programmes of       

    Engineering, Information Science, Natural Sciences    

    and Mathematics (ASIIN, Germany) 

 

•   Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education  

    (ACPE, the USA) 



Good Practice 

 of NCPA 



Full-membership of international associations and networks  

NCPA international activities 

Bilateral memoranda with QAAs 

 

Inclusion in international Registers 

 



 
The Gnesins Russian Academy of Music and V.Popov Academy of Choral 

Art jointly with  the European Association of Conservatoires (AEC)  

 

The Far Eastern Federal University jointly with The Higher Education 

Evaluation and Accreditation Council of Taiwan (HEEACT)  

 

Peter the Great Saint Petersburg Polytechnic University  

jointly with  Accreditation, Certification and Quality Assurance 

Institute  (ACQUIN)  

 

National Research Lobachevsky State University of Nizhni Novgorod, 

The Far Eastern Federal University,  

University of International Business and Economics (China), 

Jinan University (China)  jointly with Higher Education Evaluation Center 

(HEEC) (China) 

 

Kazan Federal University  and Peter the Great St.Petersburg Polytechnic 

University jointly with evalag (Germany) 

  

        Joint accreditation involves international experts, national educators, 

employers (international employers), students  

NCPA’s good practice 



 5 reviewers for a cluster 
 

• 2-3 foreign experts 
 

• 1 Russian expert  
 

• 1 employer 

• 1 student (senior student/post-graduate 

student/Master student)  

 

• Coordinator from the agency 

Joint Accreditation examples   



External review panel examples 



ERP Working moments 



Balance of institutional and programme 

accreditation 

Balance of all stakeholders’ interests 

Continuous commitment to quality   
 

NCPA’s 



Thank you for 

your attention! 

National Centre for Public Accreditation 

E-mail: accred@ncpa.ru 


